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How ridiculous, to speak in the language of the
present times, would it be for any master to expect
this of a servant in our days! nay, it is but very
rare now, that masters themselves do it; it is rather
thought to be a low step, and beneath the character
of a man in business; as if worshipping God was a
disgrace, and not a honour, to a family; and I
doubt not, but in a little while, either the worship
of God will be quite banished out of families, or the
better sort of tradesmen, and such as have any re-
gard to it, will keep chaplains, as persons of quality
do. It is confessed, the first is most probable;
though the last, as I am informed, is already begun
:n the city, in some houses, where the reader of the
parish is allowed a small additional salary to come
every evening to read prayers in the house.

But I am not now directing myself to citizens or
townsmen, as masters of families, but as heads of
trade, and masters in their business; the other
part would, indeed, require a whole book by itself,
and would insensibly run me into a long satirical
discourse upon the loss of all family government
among us ; in which, indeed, the practice of house-
keepers and heads of families is grown not remiss
only in all serious things, but even scandalous in
their own morals, and in the personal examples they
show to their servants, and all about them.

But to come back to my subject, viz., that the
case of tradesmen differs extremely from what it
was formerly ; the second head of difference is this;
that whereas in former times the servants were
better and humbler than they are now, submitted
more to family government, and to the regulations
made by their masters; and masters were more
moral, set better examples, and kept better order in
their houses ; and, by consequence of it, all servants
were soberer, and litter to be trusted, than they are